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The Expression of Chinese Landscape Culture
and Art from the "Belt and Road": The Pursuit of
Landscape Planning and Design of the Yili River
Waterfront at Cocodala City, Xinjiang

Abstract: Under the theme of the "Belt and Road" Chinese
landscape culture and art expression, the paper explored the way
of Chinese landscape construction. Taking the native place of the
song "Night of the Prairies" at Cocodala City, Xinjiang as the
background, and taking the built project of "Planning and Design of
the Yili River Waterfront at Cocodala City, Xinjiang" as an example,
the paper expanded to elaborate, analyze and discuss from theory to
practice: the background analysis of natural mountains and rivers
city of the project; the cultural and artistic orientation of landscape
of the project as a place of memory, the place of occurrence and
place of exchange of the city; the historical performance and
cultural heritage of the project as an inherent territory of China; the
landscape commemoration of defending the country and the border;
and the modern value of the "Belt and Road" Chinese landscape
embodied in the project. This paper expounded the theory and
application of the project: the trilism theory of human settlements,
and the application of the theory of landscape "three characteristics
of Kuang-Ao"; the ecological green support and the micro-climate
construction of landscape; and the key points of the specific scheme
planning and design.

Keywords: landscape architecture; the "Belt and Road"; Yili River
in Xinjiang; Cocodala City in Xinjiang; waterfront planning and

design; Chinese landscape culture and art; trilism theory of human
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Fig.9 The waterfront health and fitness trail rest platform
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Fig.10 The waterfront health and fitness trail
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Fig.11 Looking out from the Chinese Pavilion at the Time Platform
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The Expression of Chinese Landscape Culture and Art from the "Belt and Road": The Pursuit of Landscape
Planning and Design of the Yili River Waterfront at Cocodala City, Xinjiang

LIU Binyi, YAO Xinhui, WANG Lige, CHEN Wei, ZHOU Jiang, LIN Peiyi

This is a successively built-up waterfront
landscape project on the "Belt and Road" (B&D)
accompanied by a brand new city. The location of
the site, Cocodala in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region, is the birthplace of the oriental serenade
Night on the Prairies. In Cocodala, everything of the
sun, moon, and starlight, the Tianshan Mountains,
the water of Yili River, the grassland, canopy shade,
flock of cattle and sheep, urban area, citizens, and
the melody from musical instrument attracts people
lingering to stay; it is also the holy terrain for Chinese
military reclamation and frontier garrison, bearing
the weight of Huaxia dreams, and deserving the
reverence of worship; and the project should not
only be the spiritual legacy etching on Yili's vast
land, but also be the splendid blueprint for the
expression of B&D (Fig.1-3). The most worthy ideas
and creative concepts in the project's design are

presented as follows.

1 Pursuing the Values of Chinese
Landscape View and Human Settlements
View

Traditional Chinese landscape architecture
philosophy possesses rich root in Fengjing (Chinese
landscape) view, paying attention to the trinity of
"heaven, earth, and human" and pursuing their
"harmony". Facing the more complicated social
and environmental challenges in the new era, the
contemporary significance to Chinese landscape
architecture art demands the advancement
with times. Prior to the discussion of it, three
views aiming to the new era of Chinese human
settlements development - the macro horizon of
human settlements life view, human settlements
time and space view, and human settlements
integration view - should be understood. The human
settlements life view emphasizes on the life growth of
three elements as human settlements background,
activity, and construction; the human settlements

time and space view represents the reverence and

respect of the time for human settlements life growth,
which means that landscape architecture's value is
not restrained to the current situation, but expanded
to the broader time and space magnified by nature,
including the value of human culture nourishment
and improvement as well as environment and
ecology protection; the nature of human settlements
integration view is the philosophy of "harmonious"
communication and cooperation among people, as
"harmony with variance, and agreement in difference”.
The three views are extremely critical for the realization
of the B&D proposal, from the micro-level as
interdisciplinary and inter-institutional cooperation,
to the macro-level as internationally mutual-benefit
communication. The barriers and boundaries among
heaven (universe), earth (globe), and human (a
community of shared future of mankind) are broken to

seek for maximal harmony and happiness (Fig.4).

2 Arranging and Designing Landscape
Spaces in Terms of Landscape

Architecture "Kuang-ao"

The landscape perception theory of "three
characteristics of Kuang-ao" is presented in the
project. With the experience from Fengjing theory
of "indoor and outdoor" 2,000 years ago, and
landscape theory in Tang Dynasty of "Kuang and Ao,
to modern landscape theory of "Kuang-ao evaluation
of landscape perception”, Chinese landscape
architecture "Kuang-ao theory" embraces
time-honored history and extreme modernity:
1) Enlightenment (expression — future — foresight —
external thought - "Kuang" of landscape perception):
"Kuang" is achieved by "farsightedly" watching at the
panorama of the Yili River's large-scale natural riverway,
river water, and forest scenery from the high viewpoint
(Fig.5); 2) Commemoration (narrative — memory -
submerge - internal reflection - "Ao" of landscape
perception): "Ao" is achieved by "redolently and
meditatively" watching at the wonderland of the Yili

River's enclosed waterfront and small-scale natural

environment from low viewpoint; 3) Recreation (stay —
free — integration — Kuang-ao landscape perception):
the nature-dominated Kuang-ao space and place
are arranged by three large, middle, and small
landscape thresholds with human's inborn hydrophilia
to the attractive Yili River. In front of the backdrop of
Xinjiang's magnificent mountain and water, within
the change between motion and tranquility and the
time and space fairyland of Kuang-ao turning rhythm,
people are here to pursue the agreeable settling of
body and heart (Fig.6).

3 The Finishing Touch of Chinese
Landscape Architecture's Culture and Art
by "Pavilion"

Not until the beginning of Tang Dynasty, the 360°
surrounded "pavilion" for scenery appreciation from
all directions appeared because of the demolition of
four former walls. Since the Warring States Period, the
earliest archetype of pavilion architecture and concept
should be the tall building for guarding and observing
in settlements, and the asylum and emblem of safety
and stability. The military lookout and safeguard facility
on border experienced substantial development as a
combine administrative organization in Qin and Han
Dynasties, establishing pavilion in each county and
street level with an appointed chief; in Sui and Tang
Dynasties, with the development of courier station
policy and the flourishment of station and tourism
culture, the architectural combinative courier pavilion
facilitated its unique culture and poetry to promote
the recreational transformation from market pavilion
to club pavilion, as the millennial legend of talented
scholars and elegant ladies painting on the wall of
club pavilion; nowadays, pavilion refers to a wonderful
house as the house of wonderland and the place
of exquisite tour. Since Tang and Song Dynasties,
pavilion has indissolubly bounded with famous
mountains, great rivers, gardens, forests, lakes, and
halls. A pavilion is not a pavilion without a garden, and

a garden is not a garden without a pavilion. Motions
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of tourists revive in the scenery of "intriguing pavilion
and terrace hidden in emerald shade and misty mask
in endless spring". Thus, the project's design adopts
boundary pavilion for Chinese history-inheriting and
bounding as the motif of landscape construction,
integrating functional service buildings and facilities as
bicycle station, restroom, police station, and steward
room, and landscape constructions as pavilion,
terrace, mansion, pagoda, and small asylum all in the
"club" of "pavilion culture" (Fig.7-8).

The revival of Chinese culture is particularly
prominent at the meanwhile of the development of
the B&D economic and international cooperation.
By constructing the theory system of spreading
Chinese landscape architecture art, this project
promotes the unification philosophy of nature and
human to be a subjective and objective identity,
expresses the value as "harmony of heaven, earth,
and human" delivered by Chinese landscape
architecture, develops three values in new era of
Chinese human settlements, raises the memory of
boundary guarding and agricultural reclaiming, and
arouses future expectations of B&D. This project is
exactly anticipating the view of walking on the vast
and magic homeland of Xinjiang to pass on and reveal
Chinese landscape architecture's culture and art,
enjoying comfortable and healthy landscape scenery,
and experiencing satisfaction and solace physically,

spiritually, and mentally (Fig.9-11).

(Editor / JIN Hua)
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